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MEDICAL  OFFICERS  REPORT 


"Bodlondeb" 

New  Tredegar,  Mon... 
12th  June  , 1942. 


TO  MTS  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
TO 0 OOLLTY . URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL- 

Council lor  Mrs  Robson  and  Gentlemen, 

I herewith  submit  for  your  consideration  my  ANNUAL 
REPORT  for  the  year  1941,  which  is  in  conformity  with  a Circular 
i nr.-’od  by  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health. 

VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres  ) 7355 • 

^ i rv,.<-.+ ec  population  (a)  Resident  population  1941-  JO ,050,. 

(b)  Evacuee  population  - 2172. 

(c)  Average  population  appropriate 

to  calculation  of  Death-Rate  - 30,000 

No . Of  Inhabited  Houses  - 6,057* 

Rateable  Value  - £97*693  * 

Com  represented  by  a peRny  rate  - £341 . 


General  Conditions 


Condit ions  in  respect  to  Industries  in  this  ni 
are  stationary,  coal  mining  being  the  chief  industry0  The  exodus  of 
.Id I . bodied  men  to  H»M  iForces  continues  and  large  numbers  cf  women  a 
< •; 1 ip  1 0,7  o d making  muni  t i ons  . 

The  increase  in  population  due  to  Evacuees  is  2172, 


The  number  of  births  was  - 658. 


The  births  for  the  five  years  1937  “ 1941  were  as 
follows 


1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 


287  Males 

323  ;; 

3i3  ;; 

338  " 


245 

269 

257 

297 

320 


Females „ 

II 

ft 
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The  births  rates  were  : - 


1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 


18.57 
20.77 
1 9*28 
21*78 
21.93 


per 

n 


thousand  of 

I!  t! 


Est : population. 

11  11 


11 

it 

it 


IV 
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The  live  births  were 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


\ 


323  Males . 
15  Males . 


310  Females 0 
10  Females  0 


TOTAL, 


♦ I 


i . to  nth  ly_  Births  of  Males  and  Females  * 


; Month , 

5 

•i 

Boys 

. J , ... 

Girls 

i 

Boys 

T 

Girls  1 
1 

| 

Total . | 

i; 
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1 
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' February 

25 

28 

1 

80 

87 

167,  ■ 

. j i.XJy  vJii 

j 29 

30 

1 

• ’ i jj  jjC  1 A 

28 

23 

j 

• ’ toy 

1 29 

26 

85 

80  ! 

1 65 » • 

! Jure 

! 23 

26 

1 

t 

.*  July 

: 34 

31 

i 

: August 

26 

22] 

92 

18  j 

1 70. 

• 3 cat ember 

i 32 

25 

* 

■■  00  or 

1 34 

2 5 

J 

1 

. 1 love  mb  ex 

22 

27 

81 

75 

156c  i 

, .joe  omuer 

i 25 

1 

23; 

f 
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1 320  | 

.........  . . 
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Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  population  - 21,93 
do.  England  and  Wales  - 14,20 

■do*  County  of  Monmouth  --  1 6 . 70 


ite  per  1,000  Live  and  still  Births  - 22,83 


The  Birth  rate  for  the  area  shows  a slight  increase  during  the  past 
v o years  and  is  still  markedly  above  that  for  England  and  "rales.  The 
Still  Birth  Rate  hov/ever  still  remains  abnormally  high. 


*1  1 On  "vo  1*  p\  o o 
. -L  -l  c 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


M 

19 

o 


Birth  re r 1,000  Population  - 

rw‘  England  and  Wales  - 

ao-  County  of  Monmouth  - 


F 

8 

0 

-9 

.51 

,74 


TOTAL 

27 


DEATHS  • 

The  number  of  deaths  during  1941  was  364. 

■••“r  ' ' th*  ~ .nr s 4 937-1941  the  death  rate  for  each  year  wns 

1937  " 10,99  per  1,000  population 

1938  - 12,11  ’’ 

1939  - 12,39  " " " 

1940  *-  12,57  " 

1941  - 12,18  i!  " " 


IOj  ! O S . - 


D._a th  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  - 12.13 

England  and  Wales  --  12.9 

County  of  Monmouth  - 12.11 

" ....  r - '°or,e  remains  fairly  constant,  and  is  slightly  below  that  0 
jd  ana  'es  but  is  the  same  as  that  for  the  County. 

PUERPERAL  PYREXIA , 

Deaths  from  Puerperal' Pyrexia  per  1,000  total  births 


BED7ELLTY 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  0 


ENGLAND  AND  WALES 
,48 

1 .75 


COUNTY 

..71 

2,71 


2.23 


T> 
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Number  of  Cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  notified  - 8, 

As  far  as  statistics  show  this  is  the  first  time  there  have  been  no 
deaths  in  this  Urban  District  from  childbirth,  and  everyone  concerned 
in  the  core  of  pregnant  women,  the  treatment  during  childbirth  and  the 
surveillance  during  the  puerperium  are  to  be  congratulated. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  since  the  substitution  of  full  time 
maternity  nurses,  with  the  giving  of  sterilised  dressings  and  better 
equipment,  the  maternity  service  has  improved.  Besides  this  the  anti- 
natal  care,  the  admission  to  hospital  of  all  abnormal  cases,  and  above 
all  the  increasing  intelligence  of  the  present  day  mother,  who  looks 
after  herself  better  than  her  forebearors  did,  have  all  contributed 
to  this  remarkable  result. 

The  use  of  drugs  of  the  sulphapyridine  group  in  all  cases  of 
pyrexia  has  also  played  an  important  part,  as  all  cases  of  pyrexia 
notified,  recovered. 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age:- 


UNDER  ONE  WEEK 

14 

ONE  WEEK  - TWO  WEEKS 

1 

TWO  WEEKS-  THREE  WEEKS 

1 

THREE  WEEKS— FOUR  WEEKS 

4 

TOTAL: 

20 

ONE  - THREE  MONTHS 

12 

THREE  - SIX  MONTHS 

, 10 

SIX  - NINE  MONTHS 

7 

S NINE  - TWELVE  MONTHS 

6 

r ■ 1 ■ l 1 1 " » 1 * ■ 

! TOTAL: 

25 

total  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  - 55. 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births  - 76. 02. 
Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births  - 3*04 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  per  1,000  Live  Births 

BEPTELLTY  ENGLAND  & WALES  COUNTY  OF  MONMOUTH 


83.58  59 


70.48 


Below  are  a few  comparative  figures  of  the  past  years 
1935  the  rate  was  59*50  per  1,000  births 


1936 

1937 
1933 

1939 

1940 

1941 


63.50 

63.34 

12.63 

70.39 

77.00 

83.58 


Deaths  from  Cancer .36. 

Scarlet  Fever 3 • 

Diphtheria. 4. 

’'.hooping  Cough. . 0. 
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Deaths  from  Measles  « . . . , 0. 

Diarrhoea  under  two  years  , , .2  , 

Tuberculosis ........ .25 • 

1941.  1940.  1939.  1938.  1937. 

lancer  t 24  25  13  27  1 9 

Tuberculosis,,,;1.*,  27  26  19  26  20 

Silicoses . 3 7 5 2 0 


Cancel.  The  death  rate  from  this  disease  appears  to  be  stationary 
Owing  to.  war  conditions  it  is  difficult  to  get  the  appropriate 
treatment  soon  enough  although  the  voluntary  hospitals  are  doing 
everything  in  their  power  to  meet  the  situation. 

Si.i:L iosip There  does  not  appear  to  be  any  increase  in  the 
fvlitus  from  this  disease  during  the  last  four  years.  As  it  is 
iot  a notifiable  disease  it  is  impossible  to  give  any  accurate 
details  as  to  whether  there  is  an  increase  or  not  in  this  area, 

MONTHLY  DEATHS  OF  MALES  AND  FEMALES  - 


MONTH 

! MALES 

FEMALES  j 

TOTALS 

: January 

1 23 

1 20 

43 

; February 

; 26 

12 

38 

•March 

33 

17  t 

50 

‘April 

20 

14  j 

34 

i May 

20 

! 17  ; 

37 

* June 

10 

9 

19 

: July 

i 17 

10 

27 

\ August 

} 14 

10  1 

24 

j September 

10 

12 

22 

: October 

8 

1 1 j 

19 

November 

i a 

11 

28 

' December 

f 

; « 

12 

f 

24 

L.  .TOTALS; 

i 210 

f 

— . L 

3i!L 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever-  ■ 20  cases  were  notified  with  3 deaths  - an 

donor dSif  'death  "ate.  One  was  an  evacuee  who  died  before  admission 
to  hospital.  The  other  two  died  at  home.  All  cases  were  treat ^ 
at  home,  ‘except  There  it  is  impossible  to  isolate  them,  then  they 
are  admitted  to  hospital,  as  are  all  complicated  cases,  where  the 
medical  practif i -ner  in  attendance  deems  hospital  treatment 
necessary . 

Diphtheria r—  Tiere  was  a decided  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases 
HoTifTe (Figuring  the  year. 

I nmunisation  was  carried  out  in  all  districts  during 
the  year  on  various  occasions.  Despite  the  publicity  given  over 
the  wireless  and  by  posters  etc.,  locally  the  response  was  not  toe 
gratifying.  After  the  first  injection  over  20 % failed  to  turn  up 
for  the  second  one.  Apparently  a percentage  of  the  parents  do  new 
yet  realise  the  protection  their  children  are  given  against  diph- 
theria or  else  the  slight  inconvenience  and  pain  given  by  the 
injection  was  the  cause  of  their  default. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  of  73  cases  notified, 
only  one  admitted  to  hospital  had  been  immunised  - the  other  72 
were  non-immunised  children,  surely  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
protection  given. 

Over  6,000  children  were  immunised  bet ween  the  ages 
of  1 year  and  15  yearns,  and  the  marked  fall  in  the  number  of  cases 
of  diphtheria  notified  testifies  to  its  efficiency. 


*>  A) 


\3 
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Srysigolas  - 

1 ')  cases  were  notified,  with  no  deaths.. 

The  rapid  cure  brought  about  by  the  chemo— therapy 
no  doubt  accounts  for  this  result, 

Ccrobro-Spinal  Fever:-  There  -/as  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
cas cs~nbTi¥ic: d" llvTHie  .hoe,?  eleven  c 'scs  in  1940  and  eighteen  in 
1941.  On  removal  to  hospit al  one  was  found  to  be  0.  Staphylo- 
coccal Meningitis  associated  v.rith  boils  and  recovered  under 
M & B 760,  There  was  one  death  but  this  case  was  a Pneumococcal 
Meningitis  which  died  after  a few  hours.  The  other  15  cases 
wore  due  to  the  Meningococcus  and  many  of  them  were  admitted  in 
a comatose  condition.  All  were  given  M & 3 695  orally  and 
intramuscularly  with  continuous  saline  intravenously  where 
unconscious  * There  were  no  deaths  although  one  case  was  left 
permanently  death  The  results,  however,  are  .very  encouraging. 

Measles: ~ 596  cases  were  notified  without  a.  do't-h.  The  type 

infection  was  very  mild  no  there  were  few  complications. 


'"hooping  Cough:-  166  cases  wre  notified. but  no  deaths . The 
lhibcXTon' was“~rail d 'with  few  complications* 


Enteric  Fever:- 
the"  TTot  .~^cccgar 


Foui'  eases 
District  a. 
The  source 


were  admitted  to  the  Hospital  from 
,11  being  infected  by  3.  FARATYPHOSUS  B 
of  this  infection  was  undoubtedly 


milk  which  was  imported  into  this  are- 
the,  milk  was  labelled  ’Pasteurised''  , 
pasteurisation  was  improperly  carried 
c ont aminat e d aft or  pas t our i sat ion. 


a from  01 amorganshire . As 
it  follows  that  either  the 
out  or  else  the  milk  was 


Ojphthalmia  Neonatorum:  - 


Twenty  cases  were  notified  but  most  of  them  were 
of  a mild  character.  The  Prophylactic  use  of  wrgyrol  by  the 
midwife  may  account  for  this e Most  causes  clear  up  rapidly 
with  sulphapyridine . 


Pneumonia : - 

Fifty-eight  cases  were  notified  with  21  deaths.  Many 
cases  of  pneumonia  are  not  notified  and  the  type  of  pneumonic, 
is  not  clearly  stated. 


Tuber 0 u 1 0 s_i s ■ - 

The  number  of  cases  notified  shows  a slight  rise 
during  the  past  two  years  - 58  eases  in  1941  compared  with  51 
and  50  in  1940  and  1959  respectively,  but  this  is  lower  that 
1958  when  6l  cases  were  notified. 

The  death  rate  shows  a similar  rise  - 21  deaths 
in  1941  as  compared  with  2c  in  1940  and  19  in  1959j  but  this  is 
only  cne  aboVs  1 95 £ when  there  were  26  deaths. 

For  the  past  ten  years,  despite  annual  variations, 
there  was  a gradual  decline  in  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis, 
but  it  would  appear  that  the  war  is  having  an  adverse  affect, 
and  that  the  number  of persons  contracting  this  disease  is 

QTadua"!  1 r*  ^ p <•»'■■>  nq-int;  , 

) 


•6' 


/ 


1 1 


TOTAL,  _NUMBFH  OF  GAS5S  NOTIFIED  IN  THE  AREA  DURING  1941  . 


4-“ 


; NOTIFIABLE 
[DISEASES  • 


CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  EACH  DISTRICT 


j Cerebro-Spinal 
i Meningitis 

f 

! Pneumonia 


i Scarlet  Fever 

J r" 

j Non-Pul . T ,3 .. 

f 

Fulmonary  T.B, 

Ophth.  Neon. 

] 

| Puerperal 
Fever  & Pyrexia. 


Diphtheria 

r 

t 

f Erysipelas 


t 


■hooping  Cough 
! Measles 

t 

• 

i 

- Food  Poisening 
i" * 


9 | i3|io  113  | 

! “T~3  i 3 { - j 


4;  3 [2  j - 


Il6  - 28  19  * 7 i 


-j  ... 
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;48  [109( 


98  >23 


. — i 2 \ 

J ! * 
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L 1- 


; Enteric  Fever 

4 

. . - 

1 . . 

l | : 

j i ~ i 

J ‘ . L . . 
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k 
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t * 

* « 

32 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL u 


The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  your  Isolation 
Hospital  during  the  year  1941  was  230  as  compared  with  321 
in  1940. 


PATIENTS  ADMITTED  FROM  THE  BEDr7ELLTY  AREA, 


WARD . 

DIPH- 

THERIA 

SCARLET 

FEVER 

cerebro-spinal  t 
MENINGITIS 

Typhoid 

fever 

OTHER 

DISEASES 

TOTALS 

NEW  TREDEGAR 

22 

— 

6 

! 

4 

32 

ABERBARGOED 

10 

- 

3 

1 

14 

PENGAM 

13 

- 

1 

_ 

14 

CEFN  FFOREST 

8 

“ 

2 

..  . . 

- 

2 

! 

12 

BLACKPOOL 

15 

1 

L 

4 

20 

ARGO ED 

f 

3 

f 

- 1 2 

1 

L“_ 

" 

5 

MARKHAM 

2 

_q 

j 

2 

HOLLYBUSH 

— 

! 

- 1 

— 

TOTALS: 

73 

1 

18 

4 

3 

1 

99 

In  addition  to  the  above  99  patients,  131  were 
admitted  from  Outside  Areas. 


( c 


LIST  OF  PATIENT  ADMITTED 


(10) 

FROM  OUTSIDE  AREAS 


DURING-  1941  , 


JAUTH0RITIE3 

i 

l 

DIPH- 

THERIA 

— 

FEVER 

rUB  SE- 
CULAR 
MENING- 
ITIS 

PARA— 
TYPHOID  T 

ETANUS 

TOTALS 

\ 

Iabertillery  u.d.c, 

j 

26 

4 

" 

3 

1 

34 

MYNYDDISD'YN  U,D.C, 

1 

8 

6 

1 

- 

— 

1.5 

EBBV:  VALE  U „ D . C . 

21 

3 

- 

1 

_ 

25 

P0NTYP00L  U.D-C . 

16 

1 

17 

ABERCARN  U.D-C* 

14 

7 

- 

- 

22 

laenav on  u.d.c. 

11 

„ 

— 

11 

1.  YMNEY  MD-C- 

— 

— 

1 

- 

2 

CLAIM  & NANTYGLO  U..D-C. 

__ 

2 

1 

- 

2 

CUMBRAN  U,D,C* 

► 

; 

* 

- i 

2 

2 

CrILr'ERN  U D * C . 

« 

t 

i 

1 

1 

k 

> 

t 

— 

1 

TOTALS : 

1 

97. 

1 

21 6 ! 

t f 

2,  j 10,  j 1, 

131  . 
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DEATHS  AT  THE  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


Infantile  Mortality/  Rate:-  There  has  been  a gradual  rise  during 
the  past”  "two  years  and"  this  year  - 83*58  per  1*000  live  births  - is 
the  highest  it  has  been  for  the  past  10  years.  This  figure  compares 
rather  unfavourable  with  that  of  England  and  Tales  at  59  per  thousand 
live  births  or  with  the  County  of  Monmouth  at  70„48  per  thousand 
live  births . 

Half  the  deaths  are  certified  as  Congenital  Debility. 

Many  of  these  deaths  could  be  avoided  if  these  weakly  infants  were 
nursed  under  more  suitable  conditions  and  under  the  supervision  of 
trained  nurses  instead  of  being  in  overcrowded  homes  where  mothers 
have  too  much  work. 

Day  nurseries  might  be  converted  for  this  purpose  o,fter  the  war. 


HOSPITAL  PROVIDED  OR  SUBSIDISED  BY  THE  LQCaL  AUTHORITIES 

(a)  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  The  Council's  Isolation  Hospital  at 

Coe dymoeTTT Road  - Common ,•  Markham,  consists,  of  . four  wards  and  has 
accommodation  for  36  beds. 

(b)  GENERAL  The  only  general  Hospital  in  the  area  is  provided 

by • the • Powell- Duff ryn  Company,  and  is  confined  practically  to  work- 
men and  their  dependants. 

(c)  MATERNITY  There  are  no  places  for  the  reception  of  maternity 
"cases.  Poor  Lav;  are  admitted  to  the  Public  Assistance  Institution 
Ty-Bryn,  Tredegar,  and  evacuee  expectant  mothers  to  Llanfrechfa 
Grange. 

(d)  TUBERCULOSIS  The  King  Edward  VII  Welsh  National  Memorial 

Association -maintains  various  Sanitoria  to  which  cases  of  Tubercu- 
losis from  the  district  are  sent. 

(e)  SMALL  POX  The  County  Council  make  provision  for  cases  of 

"Smal T-pox  * • • • 

(f)  CHILDRENS  HOSPITALS  There  arc  no  local  childrens  hospitals. 

(g)  SICK  BAY  FOR  SKIN  DISEASES  (for  constant  evacuee  children) 

The  Sick-Bay  has  been  in  constant  use  throughout  the  • yc  ar . The 
accommodation  is  for  24  patientsc  " The  Staff  consists  of  one  Sister 
in  charge, two  nurses, two  maids  and  one  cook. 

MIDWIVESo 

There  are  twelve  midwives  practicing  in  the  area.  They 
are  controlled  by  the  County  Council.  There  are  district  nurses 
to  all  wards  -fully  qualified  - and  carry  out  home  nursing  in  an 
efficient  manner. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 

(1)  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES The  Council's  "BEDFORD"  Motor  Ambulance 
provides  transport  f or • inf ectious  diseases  to -and  from  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  for  Bcdwellty ,Abertillcry, Abercarn,  and  Mynyddislwyn  Areas. 
Number  of  trips  ....  4^2. 

(2)  FOR  NOM-r  INFECTIOUS,  AC  Cl  DENTS  & MATERNITY  CASES  The  Council's 
Austin  ■ 20  'Motor  Ambulance  - and  - the-1!Mo¥ris"  - Ambul  anc  e ar^  used  for  this 

»»GvaTK° 

uees  to  and  from  the  Hostel,  collecting  and  distributing  bedding  etc., 
It  was  also  used  for  the  cases  of  emergency  when  the  Austin  Ambulance 
was  used  for  other  cases. 

Number  of  cases  conveyed  during  the  year  as 

compared  with  10~]  during  1940. 

(Average  removal  of  1402  patients  per  week). 

(3)  COLLIERY  ACCIDENTSe  The  colliery  companies  in  the  area  provide _ 
ambulances  - • for  teases -of  injury  to  men  at  the  collieries  to  carry  them 

home  or  to  the  Hospital. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

All  pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens  wore  examined 
at  the  County  Laboratory  by  the  County  Pathologist  (Dr.Gwyn  Rocyn 
Jones)  free  of  charge. 


( 


PUBLIC  MORTUARY  AND  THE  POST  MORTEM  ROOMc 


There  is  a Mortuary  in  the  area.  The  Council  have  arrange- 
ments with  the  Powell  Duffryn  Hospital  at  Aberbargoed,  when  occasion 
arises  to  conduct  post  mortem  operations  until  the  post  mortem  table 
is  fixed  in  the  mortuary  at  the  Municipal  Offices,  Aberbargoed. 

sanitary  circumstances  of  the  ^rea 

7A-.TER  SUPPLY  iho  water  supply  in  the  area  is  a good  bacterial 
quality*  — 'Samples  have  been  taken  regularly. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SCAVENGING  As  stated  in  previous  reports  this 
work  is  done  -by  -direct  labour* -'under  the  supervision  of  the  Engineer 
and  Surveyor  (Mr. Dan. He Price} . Satisfactory. 

DRAINAGE  and  SEWERAGE  No  change  to  my  previous  reports,  owing  to 

the  war*  • - - • — • ■ . . .T 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  All  closets  with  the  exception  of  Manmocl 
v mage  • are  - on  - the  "Water  Carriage  System. 

The  Council  have  proposed  a scheme  to  connect 
these  privies  and  discharge  into  a septio  tank.  There  arc  22  houses 
to  be  connected  to  the  tank,  when  the  scheme  is  ready. 

CaMPING  SITES  There  are  no  camping  sites  in  the  area. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOODSTUFFS 


MILK  SUPPLY  All  dairies,  milkshops  and  cowsheds  in  the  area  were 
inspected'' during  the  year.  Samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  the  detection  of  tubercle  bacilli. 

Samples  of  milk  were  taken  under  the  Food  & Drugs  Act 

1938. 

Total  number  of  milk  samples  taken  in  the  area  during  the 

years 

For  bacteriological  examination  (School  Milk), 

Under  the  Food  & Drugs  Act  193s. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods  in  Grocers*  and 
Prevision  Dealers'  premises  was  carried  out  by  the  Inspectors . during 
the  year. 

A large  amount  of  Foodstuffs  was  destryed  during  the  year. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  express  my  gratitude  to  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the . Council, County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
fDr.DcRocyn  Jones),  and  his  staff,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
(Mr. Dan  Powell,  and  his  assistant'  (Mr .Re  E0 Moore-) , Matron  (Miss  AoM0 
V alder J,  and  her  staff  at  the  Isolation  Hospital,  Sister  James  and 
her  staff  at  the  Tyncwydd  Sick  Bay,  and  all  the  officils  who  gave 
valuable  help  during  a very  difficult  year. 


I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 
S0  Rc  MACMILLAN. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


> 1 


CHIEF  QANXTivRY  INSPECTOR’S  IMPORT, 

Public  Health  Department, 
Municipal  Offices, 
uBERBaR GO ED,  Mon, 

1st,  June,  1942, 

TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF 

THE  BEDWELLTY  URBaN  DISTRICT  COUNCILc 

Councillor  Mrs.  Robson  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  submitting  my  annual  report 
on  the  work  done  in  the  department,  for  the  year  ending  December 
1941 . 


NOTICES  SERVED c 

Intimation  Notices . . 392 
Abatement  Notices,  . „ , , , , , , 45 

Other  statutory  Notices. . . . uv, . 32 

Housing  Act,  1 936 « 

HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  above 

Act  - 1 89. 

General  character  of  defects  found  in  houses  mspected:- 

Damp  walls,  troughing,  dilapitated  ceilings,  floors  and  roofs. 

During  inspections  overcrowding  cases  were  discovered.  In  many 
cases  this  was  due  to  accomodating  evacuees. 

One  person  was  summoned  for  non-compliance  with  Statutory 
Notices.  An  order  was  made  in  this  case,  where  three  houses  wore 

concerned. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1936  - _3ectiorp_62  Jjj_. 

Eight  Notices  were  served  on  owners  of  houses  for  not  having 
in  the  rent  books,  a summary  of  the  main  provisions  of  the  Act,  and 
a statement  of  the  permitted  number  of  persons  allowed  to  occupy  the 
dwelling  house. 

OVERCROWD  INGc 

Four  Notices  were  served  during  the  year  to  abate  overcrowding. 

COUNCIL  HOUSES, 


Number  of  houses  inspected  for  repairs  - 84. 
Prospective  tenants  visited  and  reports 

submitted  to  the  Accountant.,  - 35. 
Empty  houses  inspected  - 31 . 
Empty  houses  disinfected  (for  bed-bugs ) - 2. 
Occupied  houses  disinfected  - 0. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Number  of  eases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notif icd. . . . 1 , 044. 

Patients  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital, .... .99. 

l!  “ Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious 

Diseases. ......  169. 

Of the  above  notified  cases,  596  were  Measles. 

ISOLATION  HQSPITaU 

The  Isolation  Hospital  at  Cocdymooth  Common  was  in  constant 
use  throughout  the  year  with  patients  from  the  Be dwell ty  area 
also  patients  from  adjoining  authorities. 

Number  of  patients  from  Be dwell ty  Area.....  99* 

11  11  Other  Authorities. . 131 . 

Total:  230. 


COMMON  LODGING  HuoSnSc 

There  is  only  one  Common  Lodging  House,  used  as  such,  in 
the  Area. 

This  is  known  as  Bowen's  Workmen's  Home,  High  Street, 
Blackwood.  Regular  inspections  have  been  made  and  reports  - 
s atisf actory . 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 . 

inspections  for  the  purposes  of  previsions  as  to  Health . 


Factories  with  mechanical  power, 
without 


00000000 


Inspections, 
18. 


Total:  49. 


MILK  &DAIRIES  (AMENDMENT ) ACT,  1922. 

milk  & dairies  order,  1^26. 

Number  of  Cowsheds  on  register. ..................  50. 

Number  of  retail  purveyors  on  register. ..........  1 24. 

Inspections  of  cowsheds ..........................  64. 

Inspections  of  Milkshops ............  ............  72. 

Notices  served  to  limewash  etc...................  3. 

During  the  year  circulars  wo re  sent  to  farmers  and  retailers 
of  milk  calling  their  attention  to  the  need  for  absolute 
cleanliness  in  the  production  and  distribution  of  milk. 


Mill!  SAMPLES  o 

Continual  attention  has  b^on  given  to  the  milk  supply  of  the 
area,  and  42  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  for  the  detection  of  Tuberculosis,  a few  of  the  samples  were 
below  the  standard.  The  Clerk  to  the  Council  immediately  on 
receipt  cf  report,  notified  the  vendor,  also  asking  him  to  call 
at  this  office  to  discuss  the  matter.  This  had  the  effect  of 
bringing  home  to  the  person  concerned,  his  personal  and  direct 
responsibility  for  the  hygohic  production  and  distribution  of 
Milk. 


3-  :> 


(3) 

WATER  SUPPLY 


During  the  year  inspections  were  made  of  houses  in  various  parts  of 
the  area,  which  were  without  a sufficient  wat er  supply. 

21  Nqtices  were  served  to  provide  an  adequate  water  supply. 

Pour  samples  of  water  were  taken  and  sent  to  the  Public  Analyst. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUT  I ON  ACT  1919* 

Rat  destrution  Activities  were  continued  throughout  the  year.  All  tips 
were  visited  regularly  by  Inspector  George  East,  baits  were  laid  , and 
people  were  warned  about  collecting  dirty  rags  and  disturbing  the  ■ 
material  on  the  tips. 

Owners  of  businesses,  particularly  food  premises, are  beginning 
to  realise  the  loss  arising  as  a result  of  stores  and  warehouses  not 
being  made  rat proof,  and  are  seeking  the  advice  of  the  Department  in 
the  matter*  ^ 

Six  Notices  were  seyed  to  make  premises  rat  proof. 


INSPECTION  OF  CINEMAS, 

All  cinemas  in  the  area  were  inspected  during  the  year.  No  complaints, 
The  Police  work  in  close  co-operation  with  the  department  and  the  means 
of  ingress  and  egress  in  these  places  are  kept  under  observation. 


INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  FOOD 


The  following  articles  of  food  were  condemned  as  unfit  for  human 
consumptioni- 

beef  ( English)  * » < » ^ ■»  .» * j * * ■>  ■>  -» » » * > .1  *382ibs 

BEEF  (FOREIGN  ) * 4 4 4 . 4 4 . * ,,  * * * * >2071bs 

lamb  . » • » =»  .a  ** i .3  ^ 1 3 > 3 , 1 3 , ^ 33  »_i  43ibs 

EGG  4 „ , 3 .4  4 4 a a 201bS 

BUTTER  (Rancid) .3041bs 

OFFAL * * 4 . .» u 4 a „ * 4 > a :i ) .1 1 .1  j , 1 4 .i , , n i2 03  lbs 

P QRK  3 :4  :3  1 4 4 J .t  .1  4 J .4  3 3 3 J 3 .3  3 3 ,1  3 A *3  3 4 3 A .4  A 34  -3  18  lb  S 

Pressed  Beef  .».*•.*.  »•»  » 88  lbs 

Corned  Beef  * a 4 » 4 1 * * , * i3i33>...3t3a..  301bs 
Bac  on  i..  j , , , , ....  s » .3  »i  1 2 3 lbs 

Potatoes  3 3 . » , 4 4 .....  a 3 4 ,, ....  4 ..**•• . .2241bs 

FISH3*  » » -*  ■*  * * ’ 1 * 3 .3  :3  , , 3 1 6lbS 

BARLEY  3 .3  a % 3 .»  4 !»  .1  4 3333  3 3 3 33  • 3 3 3 > J > 3 1 40  lb  S 

. FRUIT  3 .3  4 3 3 4 3 -1  3 , 3 3 .1  1 3 .1  3 3 3 ! 3 3 3 3 3 .'3  3 3 3 .3  jNILlbS 

MISCELLANEOUS  a.,,  * ,4,  a , *3 02  Tins  . 


APPROXIMATE  Weight  „ a * * . - - 4 4 * ..  „ * » * „ 4 4 . - * - * 4 - , * - 4 *1  ton  . .2  cwt . 

All  foods  capable  of  being  reused  were  returned  to  the  senders,  on  the 
instruction  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 

Public  JBe alth  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924  - 33 . 

Total  number  of  notices  received  of  intending  slaughter :- 


1 , For  regular  slaughter  - NIL , 

The  meat  for  this  area  is  slaughtered  at 

1 . Maesycwmmer  Slaughter-House  (Coal  Hole  ) 


2.  Tredegar  Slaughter-House.  1 

2.  From  cottagers  and  farmers  - 92. 

The  Food  Executive  Officer  ('"DR  Lewis , Esq,  )granted 
licences  to  farmers  and  cottagers  exempting  them  from  the 
provisions  of  the  Live  Stock (Registration  of  Slaughtering) 
Order,  1940. 

I 

All  applications  to  slaughter  were  countersigned  by  rne. 


(4) 

BILLETING 


c 


( 


I was  appointed  Chief  Billeting  Officer  for  the  area  on 
August  29th  1939*  The  Billeting  Officers  in  the  Tards  are  all  teachers 
with  the  exception  of  one  person,  who  is  a County  Councillor,  All 
the  persons  possess,  tact,  common  sense  and  sound  judgment,  qualities 
that  are  essential  to  a successful  Billeting  Officer. 

The  problems  of  billeting  were  many  and  varied  but  with  the 
help  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Evacuation  Committee  ( Councillor  Idris 
Davies)  and  the  application  of  common  sense  and  symlathy  our  troubles 
were  reduced  to  a minimum.  * 

I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  the  consideration 
and  assistance  I have  received  from  the  offices  of  the  Welsh  Board 
of  Health.,  Members  of  the  Evacution  Committee,  school  teachers, 
the  staff  of  the  Department,  and  the  Billeting  Officers  who  have 
neither  any  fee  or  reward. 

We  are  also  again  deeply  indebted  to  the  Householders  in 
the  Area  who  during  the  year  have  done  their  duty  by  looking  after 
the  evacuees,  thereby  doing  a substantial  part  in  the  7'rar  Effort. 

TYNEWYDD  SICK-BAY,  ARGOED . 

“Tscabies  & Impetigo  )T~~ 

The  Staff  at  the  Sick  Bay,  which  consists  of  Sister-in-oharge , 
two  nurses,  cook  and  maid,  were  kept  busy  throughout  the  year.  yrre  are 
indebted  to  Mrs.  williams  of  the  W.V.S.  Depot,  Newport  for  the 
numerous  gifts  of  clothing  and  toys  etc  sent  for  the  use  of  the 
evacuees . 


Below  is  a table  of  the  patients  treated  under  the 


supervision  of  Dr.  S.-.R., Macmillan,  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  during 
the  year  1941. 


AUTHORITY . 

MALE., 

FEMALE  * 

TOTALS 

Bcdwellty 

34 

V 

- 71 . 

Abercarn 

2 

4 

6. 

Cwmbran 

1 

5 

6. 

Tredegar 

1 

6 

7. 

Risca 

4 

— 

4. 

Gelligaer 

10 

1 1 

21  . 

Blaenavon 

7 

1 1 

18. 

Pontypool 

4 

2 

6. 

Ebbw  Vale 

1 

3 

10. 

Abort illery 

8 

4 

12. 

Rogerstone 

— 

1 

1 . 

Blaina 

— 

1 

1 . 

Cardiff 

2 

1 

3. 

Bedwas 

1 

— 

1 . 

Mvnvddislwyn 

— 

1 

1 . 

TOTALS : 

81  . 

81. 

168. 

When  the  patients  were  discharged,  all  bedding,  clothing  etc., 
was  disinfected  in  the  Steam  Disinfector  at  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
Until  31st  March  1942,  the  nursing  staff  were  supervised  by  Matron 
A.Valder  of  the  Council’s  Isolation  Hospital  and  the  Council  recorded 
thi$R appreciation  of  her  services  in  the  minutes  of  the  Council. 


(5)  ' 

SHOPS  ( HOURS  OF  CLOSING  ) ACT,  1928-36, 

Below  is  a list  of  the  number  of  shops,  etc,  and  Assistants  employed  in 
the  Area 
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The  number  of  food  Shops  dealing  in  rationed  food  is  shown 
in  the  following  table 


DISTRICT  GROCERS 

BUTCHERS  BAKERS 

GREEN- 

GROCERS 

FISH  CATERING  TOTALS. 

FRIERS  ESTABLISHMENTS 

.New  Tredegar 

34 

3 . 

6 

13 

6 

2 

66 

Abcrbargoed 

18 

3 

3 

3 

3 

1 

31 

Peng am 

9 

— 

2 

rr 

— 

— 

11 

Fleur  -de-  lis 

14 

2 

1 

4 

2 

1 

24 

Cefn  Fforest 

34 

3 

1 

3 

3 

1 

23 

Blackwood 

32 

8 

3 

6 

3 

7 

63 

Argoed 

>5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

- 

10 

Markham 

5 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

9 

Holly-Bush 

3 

1 

— 

1 

- 

— 

3 

Manmoel 

1 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

1 

■ ~ 

TOTALS.  1 35 

23 

20 

31 

21 

o 

245. 

INFORMATION  CENTRES, 


I was  ashed  to  undertake  the  resposibility  of  setting  up 
Information  Centres,  and  disseminating  information  in  the  event  of  an 
emergency.  Preparations  have  been  made  for  centres  to  be  set  up  in  each 
of  the  eight  Wards  in  the  area  under  the  supervision  of  the  Ward  Councilloi 
On  the  instructions  of  the  council  an  Information  booklet  has  been  prepar- 
ed, providing  information  on  all  vital .matters  likely  to  be  required 
following  any  form  of  emergency.  The  booklet  has  been  supplied  to  the 
Police,  Civil  Defence  Services,  Assistance  Board,  Public  Assistance 
Officers,  Doctors,  the  Council  and  its  Chief  Officials. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
DAN  POWELL. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


SHOPS  ACT  1912-28-34-%.  (CLOTHING  ETC. ) 

Below  is  a list  of  the  number  of  shops,  etc*  and  Assistants  employed  in  the  x*re a 
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